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 Celebrating Success at Tow Law 
Millennium Primary School

Our Vision for high quality education is 
to provide a happy, caring, stimulating 
environment in which children demonstrate 
positive behaviour and strive to achieve their 
full potential academically, culturally and 
socially. 

Tow Law Millennium Primary School is a 
small school situated in a rural area near Bishop 
Auckland in County Durham. The school is 
set in an area of high deprivation and draws its 
intake from six local Authority housing estates 
which are surrounded by a small number of 
farms and hamlets. The area is rurally isolated.
 
Following her appointment in 2001 the Head-
teacher, Lisa Jackson, focused on setting high 
expectations for all pupils and stabilising 
behaviour in the school was the main priority. 

The next challenge was raising standards! The 
school focused initially on Numeracy and, after 
a visit to a local primary school, decided to 
implement the daily basic skills maths session. 
This takes place as soon as the children come 
into school. The work is on the whiteboard and 
not a minute is lost!! All of the children from Y1 
to Y6 settle down quickly and quietly and begin 

their learning. All aspects of maths are covered 
each day which ensures constant reinforcement 
of learning. It may be a little old fashioned but it 
works and the results speak for themselves.

The school also felt at a disadvantage as a result 
of not having its own nursery. Again it was time 
for change. Governors worked extremely hard 
with the Headteacher and Local Authority. The 
Private Day Care provision on site closed at the 
spring half term in 2012 and, after a lot of hard 
work during the holiday, we were very proud 
to open our very own school-based provision a 
week later.  

In October 2012, the Chair of Governors 
initiated a Governor Skills audit which proved 
extremely useful. It was a brilliant way of 
recognising the achievements of this dedicated 
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and committed set of volunteers. When Ofsted 
arrived in January 2013, they recognised that 
the Governing Body were extremely ambitious 
for the school, highlighting the auditing tool as 
one of its many strengths. The Inspection also 
highlighted that this was a good school which 
was recognition for all of the hard work of the 
Head, staff, Governors, parents and - of course - 
the children.

Our next challenge was to build on this and 
when the Inspector suggested we work towards 
the nationally accredited “Governor Mark”, our 
Governors jumped at the chance. 

They worked closely together to meet the 
standard necessary. Relationships between the 
Governing Body and Headteacher are open 
and transparent and we were notified towards 
the end of the summer holidays that we had 
been successful in our application. Quoting the 
letter we received, ‘Governors take a huge pride 
in their school and their commitment is to be 
admired.’ We have a fantastic community and 
cannot wait to receive our certificate so that we 
can proudly display it in our main entrance.
At the heart of everything the school does are 
the children. They are enthusiastic, hardworking 
and they tell us they are proud to be part of our 
school. 

Recently we took them to the Iskon Temple 
in Newcastle to experience Hindu culture and 
worship. The day was a resounding success and 
as a result we have initiated a programme of 
further visits to other places of worship. This will 
develop in pupils a better understanding of the 
multicultural make up of society in the United 
Kingdom through first-hand experiences.
 
We have a very structured school day in the 
morning and a Creative Curriculum approach to 
our termly topics. Pupils achieve well because 
the curriculum is interesting and teachers use real 
life situations to bring it to life. 

Governors are very active and the children 
enjoy the benefits of caring for the outdoors and 
growing their own food at our weekly Gardening 
Club with the help of Mr Bell, our Chair of 
Governors.

Not only do they grow the food but they also 
enjoy eating it too!

In conclusion, Tow Law Millennium Primary 
School is a good school with a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere and a child-centred 
approach to the education and welfare of its 
pupils.


