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‘Excellence and Enjoyment’

St Joseph’s is a Catholic Junior school with 
240 pupils, located in Leyton for over 110 
years that has faith at its centre. Our mission 
statement says – “Jesus Christ is the unseen 
but ever present teacher in our school, our 
model and inspiration for all who work here.” 
Over 90% of the pupil population is drawn 
from minority ethnic groups with the largest 
groups being from African and Caribbean 
backgrounds. The school has a higher than 
national percentage of EAL pupils, Free 
School Meal pupils and pupils on the SEN 
register. Pupil stability is high and attendance 
is outstanding, consistently above 97% and 
currently the highest in the local authority.

I became acting head teacher in September 
2009 and was finally appointed substantive 
head in March 2012 which ended a period 
of relative uncertainty. However everyone 
worked incredibly hard to maintain standards 
and ensure stability so there has been no 
dip in performance since 2009. My aim 
has always been to make St Joseph’s as 
successful as possible while developing an 
engaging curriculum with a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities. Our Ofsted report 
in June 2014 reflected the progress made 
in the last 5 years. We were graded “Good” 
with “Outstanding Behaviour and Safety” 
but we considered this a stronger “Good” 

than in 2009 and it has made us even more 
determined to get the school to outstanding 
in all categories. 

Attainment at the end of Year 6 is consistently 
above national averages in all subjects and 
results have improved year on year. In 2014, 
98% of the pupils made expected or better 
progress in Maths and 96% in English. We also 
saw our highest number of pupils achieving 
level 5+ in English at 60%. All our significant 
groups achieve above national averages. One 
of the reasons for these excellent results is 
the additional support offered in Year 6. Since 
2010 we have organised after school study 
clubs, one-to-one tuition and most effectively 
of all a Saturday Study Club which last year 
had a 97% take up from the pupils. We also 
run a very successful 5 day Easter Study 
Club. These achievements were recognised 
by the recent award of the “Quality Mark.”   

As a result of these initiatives we have been 
able to accelerate progress significantly in 
Year 6. Over the last 3 years we have also 
taken steps to address underachievement 
and slow progress in Years 3, 4 and 5. We 
track all pupils effectively and data includes 
information on significant groups as well 
as classes. In 2014 over 88% of pupils in 
these year groups made expected or better 
progress. Another key factor has been 
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the investment made by the school in its 
teachers. We have a very stable teaching 
staff. Most of them came to us as NQTs and 
are now senior and middle leaders with key 
responsibilities. All our staff, both teaching 
and support are fully committed to the twin 
aims of excellence and enjoyment and want 
every pupil to succeed. 

One of the strengths of St Joseph’s is the 
range of extra-curricular activities offered. 
Our Year 5 and 6 pupils enjoy residential 
experiences in the summer. We excel at sport, 
are recognised as a Healthy School and we 
provide music, art, drama and Spanish to 
all pupils. We also provide a high quality of 
pastoral care and social and moral guidance, 
as recognised in all our Ofsted and RE 
inspections. One of the things we are most 
proud of is our international links and 
the “learning beyond the classroom.” We 
have been part of a Comenius Partnership 
with 6 other schools in Europe and have a 
partnership with a school in Shunde Province 
in China. These are active partnerships 

involving exchange visits for staff and 
pupils and this work being embedded in our 
curriculum. Again this was recognised by the 
recent International School Award from the 
British Council. The school also has a long 
tradition of supporting charities both at home 
and abroad including CAFOD, Wateraid and 
McMillan Cancer. Our pupils are truly global 
citizens.

To sum up, St Joseph’s is a school where 
children come to learn and engage in their 
learning, where staff want to stay and 
develop their careers and where parents 
are overwhelmingly supportive. The recent 
Ofsted report highlighted these strengths 
– “The behaviour and safety of pupils are 
outstanding. They enjoy coming to school 
and attendance is consistently high. Pupils 
have memorable experiences, including 
those in art, Music and sporting activities 
which contribute strongly to their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development.”

John Alexander (Head teacher) 
  


