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St Cuthbert and The First Martyrs is an 
extremely popular and successful Catholic 
Primary School which serves a diverse 
community in inner city Bradford.

The school is average size and standards on 
entry are low. Out of 240 pupils, more than 
half have English as an additional language 
and come from a wide variety of ethnic 
backgrounds. You might think the odds were 
stacked against us, but St Cuthbert’s provides 
an excellent Catholic education. Ofsted has 
just rated us as Good.  In fact, the school is 
the second-highest performing of similar 
schools nationally and is consistently among 
the highest in the region for attainment and 
progress.

Focussed leadership, high expectations and 
good teaching are very important and lead to 
high levels of achievement. One of the strategic 

decisions the Governors made was to build on 
the excellent leadership that had been in place. 
The Governors made a tough decision not to 
appoint a Headteacher and instead looked at a 
different leadership model. When the recently 
appointed Executive Headteacher started in 
role it was crucial for the leaders and governors 
to create a culture that enables pupils and staff 
to excel. The open culture of the school is a 
strength. Evidence of this success can be seen 
in the overall outcomes of the children.

For example, the benchmark Level 4+ in 
reading, writing and mathematics at Key Stage 
2 is above the national average. In 2012, 80 
per cent of pupils gained this level compared 
with 75 per cent nationally. Last year the 
figure rose to 97 per cent compared to 80 per 
cent nationally.

The Ofsted report said of teaching: “You and 
your leaders, despite recent changes, have 
sustained good standards of teaching since the 
last inspection. Standards remain consistently 
high at the end of Key Stage 2. Pupils make 
good progress from their starting points, 
particularly the least able and those with 
special educational needs.”

But this is just part of what makes a school 
successful. We believe that upholding Catholic 
values, working as a team, and excellent 
relationships are also crucial.
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The parish of St Cuthbert and The First 
Martyrs of Rome is an integral part of school 
life. Our Mission Statement, “Through the 
sign of the cross we follow Jesus”, drives all 
that we do. Our Vision, “Excellence in all we 
do. Outstanding every day”, is very effective 
in developing the positive ethos of the school 
and our open culture, which is a strength.

The Executive Headteacher has brought a 
“fresh pair of eyes” and a real sense of “team” 
to St Cuthbert’s, with leaders, Governors, staff 
members, pupils and parents all playing their 
part to make it a great place to learn, work 
hard and have fun. This means everyone only 
wants the very best for the pupils.

There have been other positive changes. For 
example, the refreshed Senior Leadership 
Team now has a renewed focus on shared 
responsibility. Staff have been given a clearer 
direction and more opportunities to “bring 
something to the table”. There is a real buzz in 
the Staff Room, where the staff regularly share 
ideas to make lessons more exciting and fun.

Pupils at St Cuthbert’s love to learn, enjoy 
exploring new ideas and get on with each 
other and the staff really well. They happily 
share what they have learned and also love 
telling people about their various cultures and 
religions in a real celebration of diversity. 
They also enjoy participating in our Catholic 
Worships and fund-raising for charities. The 
school has introduced Restorative Practice 
which helps pupils recognise the difference 
between right and wrong. As a result, behaviour 
is outstanding.

Ofsted echoed this. The report says, “Parents 
speak of the school’s commitment to the 
‘whole child’ and this is clearly a strength 
which prepares pupils very well for the next 
stage of their learning and life in modern 
Britain.”

St Cuthbert’s provides a safe, stimulating 
environment, with a happy, purposeful, calm 
atmosphere where there is enjoyment and 
pride in individual and collective success.

We secretly hope St Cuthbert and The First 
Martyrs would be proud of the school which 
was named after them if they were alive today.


