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St Anthony’s RC Primary School is an inclusive 
one form entry primary school in South East 
London. The school serves a diverse community 
where almost 60% of pupils speak English as 
an additional language. Since 2012 there has 
been significant and sustained whole school 
improvement which has been validated by our 
most recent Ofsted inspection in March 2016. 

Continuity and Change 

The current Head Teacher started her career at St 
Anthony’s as a newly qualified teacher 28 years 
ago. She was appointed to Headship in 2010; this 
appointment was the catalyst to necessary changes 
in staffing, accountability, ethos and curriculum in 
order to achieve success. 

The impact of apathy and a lack of accountability 
at all levels resulted in poor behaviour and under-
achievement. Key appointments of Senior Leaders, 
excellent class teachers and committed support 
staff enabled the vision to become a reality. 
Creating a place of identity and belonging where 
everyone was valued; a school where all achieved 
their potential and were proud to say “I belong to St 
Anthony’s” became the goal. 

In order to change unacceptable behaviour which 
had become embedded, all stakeholders had to 
experience a process of change which at times 
was challenging and painful. A robust behaviour 
policy which was consistently applied gave the 
foundations for this change. At the heart of the 
policy was always the expectation that good 
behaviour would be rewarded and that all in the 
community were valued. In order to achieve this 

all had to “buy into” the vision to change the ethos 
within the school. 

Excellent staff appointments, high expectations 
and a truly restorative approach to resolving 
conflict had a positive impact. The children were 
happy, engaged and ready to learn. What had in the 
past been thought of as problems were now viewed 
as opportunities. 

“The behaviour of pupils is good. The school’s 
strong values have a good impact on pupils. They 
are polite to visitors and ready to tell them how 

much they like their school” 
Ofsted 2016 

Faith and Purpose 

While addressing poor behaviour there was also 
the development of the school’s strong Christian 
ethos. The basis of this ethos is that as leaders, 
teachers and support staff we are all called to serve. 
Everyone has a purpose and everyone has a part 
to play. The vision was becoming a reality and 
achievement began to improve.

St Anthony’s RC 
Primary School
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An Inclusive Curriculum 

A necessary focus on literacy and mathematics in 
the beginning paved the way for the development 
of a curriculum which reflects the rich diversity 
of the school community. Teachers developed a 
topic based approach which continues to evolve. 
During “Black History Month” in 2015 each 
class focussed on an inspirational leader. To 
hear the words of Martin Luther King recited by 
8 year old children; to recognise the relevance 
those words have today and to realise that dreams 
do become reality is testament to the hard work 
and determination of all. 

Specialist teaching for sport, Spanish, music 
and art all add to the balanced and engaging 
curriculum. The children have the opportunity 
to perform on stage in front of a large audience 
in the annual “We sing u sing” summer song 
festival. 

Standards and Achievement 

Outcomes for pupils are now at least good with 
the school being in the top 30% of schools 
nationally in 2015 compared with the lowest 
12% in 2012. 

Key Stage 1: 2015

Key Stage 2: 2015

Attainment at the higher levels in both Key Stages 
improved greatly and outcomes for pupils are 
now at least good with attainment and progress of 
disadvantaged pupils being a strength. 

“The attainment and progress of disadvantaged 
pupils are particularly strong. This success 

reflects the rigour of leaders and governors in 
carefully measuring the progress of all groups and 

providing effectively for their needs.” 
Ofsted 2016 

Future Aspirations 
• A nursery class for 3 and 4 year olds 
• The development of the outside space for EYFS 
• Nurture provision as a sold service to local schools 
• A wider range of extracurricular activities

Level 2B+ Level 2A+ Level 3
Reading 81% 71% 48%
Writing 71% 48% 33%
Maths 90% 71% 48%

Level 4+ Level 4B+ Level 5+
Reading 96% 92% 50%
Writing 81% 27%
Mathematics 96% 92% 46%
SPAG 88% 88% 73%


