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In 2012 Scholes Village Primary School 
made the transition from a First to a Primary 
school.  Along with extensive building work 
it also entailed increasing our team to include 
Year 5 and 6 staff.

With a larger school and the prospect of Key 
Stage 2 SATS for the first time we looked 
closely at how we were teaching phonics 
and spelling and decided to stream the whole 
school for 20 minutes a day.  After training 
sessions for teachers and ETAs, very specific 
planning was put in place and every member 
of staff was responsible for teaching part of 
a particular phonic phase.  The impact of this 
was amazing and we never have any issues 
with meeting and exceeding the Year 1 phonics 
threshold.  Our Spelling and Grammar results 
climbed from 55% achieving Level 4 in 2013 
to 84% in 2015 with 63% at Level 5.

As we were seeing the impact of this 
dedicated time for phonics we began to look 
at ways to give extra time and focus to Maths.  
Morning Maths became the way we started 
each day, from Foundation Stage to Year 
6, with children coming into the classroom 
and starting a maths challenge based on   
timetables, shape and space or working out 
percentages of pupils having dinners.  From 
2013 to 2015 our Level 5 Maths figures rose 
from 20% to 48%. 

We were already teaching the curriculum 
through projects as this enabled opportunities 
for the children to apply basic skills in a range 
of contexts so we extended these to include 
the Year 5 and 6 curriculum.  Our aim within 
all lessons was to teach with a good pace to 
engage all learners and provide challenge.   
An ‘I can’ attitude was the ethos around 
school with the emphasis on developing more 
independent learners.

As a staff we decided that alongside the 
National Curriculum we also wanted two 
drivers that would allow us to focus on 
skills that were important for our children at 
Scholes. 

With exciting lessons taking place within 
school we decided to look at taking learning 
outdoors and this became our first driver 
– Learning Outside the Classroom. Our 
Foundation Stage Unit already had a wealth of 
experience using their outside area to enable 
and enhance learning so with that, alongside 
some Forest School training, we began to 
build outdoor learning into our curriculum.  

Staff quickly realised that the quality of writing 
after a visit to the forest area was greatly 
improved and learning about perimeter was 
much more fun and memorable when using 
metre rulers and paint on the playground. 
Photographs recording their outside learning 
are annotated and kept in their books.
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Our second driver became Enterprise as we 
were aware that our pupils needed these skills 
to enable and enhance life long learning – 
teamwork, communication, problem solving, 
risk taking, making decisions, managing 
money, ethical and global awareness. 
These skills were threaded through normal 
curriculum activities as well as opportunities 
throughout the year that encouraged the 
children to plan, promote, resource, market 
and sell products such as Mother’s Day 
Coffee Morning, Valentine Disco, Stalls at 
the Summer Fair, Healthy Tuck Shop etc.  

Year 5 and 6 even set up their own business 
‘Eco Bling’ where they recycled unwanted 
jewellery into new exciting creations. To 
be part of the core company the pupils had 
to apply for different positions – managing 
director, head of finance, head of production 
etc and interviews were held with myself and 
a member of support staff.

Music and drama  experiences are also highly 
valued by staff, pupils and parents. Pupils 
gain in confidence, independence and self-
worth when they take part in these activities 
and along with a real sense of community 
we have uncovered a wealth of talent since 
starting our annual Scholes’ Got Talent!

Staff and Governors have worked very hard 
to achieve where we are today.  We are proud 
of our school and the achievements of our 
children. 

For any more information please visit our 
website scholespri.kgfl.dbprimary.com
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