
Members of the Royal Family carry out

nearly 3,000 official engagements in the

United Kingdom and overseas every year.

These engagements involve many journeys,

which need to be undertaken in ways which meet

presentational requirements, as well as being

efficient and secure.

During five decades as Sovereign, The Queen

has used every conceivable form of transportation

- from elephant to barge.

But most Royal journeys use more conventional

forms of transportation: traditional carriages for

ceremonial occasions, and State cars, the Royal

Train and helicopter for engagements and visits

in the UK, and aeroplane for overseas visits. In

the past, the Royal Yacht BRITANNIA was also

used; she was decommissioned in 1997.

Cars

For most of her engagements, The Queen travels

to a venue in a State car.

Used for public engagements and some

ceremonial occasions, State cars must transport

their passengers in a style which is safe, efficient

and dignified, allowing as many people as

possible to see The Queen or other members of

the Royal Family. Built to unique specifications,

they are also vehicles of great historical and

technical interest in themselves.

The Queen's State and private motor cars are

housed in the Royal Mews at Buckingham Palace.

For official duties - providing transport for State

and other visitors as well as The Queen herself -

there are eight State limousines, consisting of

two Bentleys, three Rolls-Royces and three

Daimlers. Other vehicles in the Royal fleet

include a number of Volkswagen 'people carriers'.

State cars are painted in Royal claret livery. The

Bentleys and Rolls-Royces uniquely do not have

registration number plates, since they are State

vehicles.

The most recent State cars, used for most of The

Queen's engagements, are the two Bentleys. 

The Queens Transport
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The first of these was presented to The Queen to

mark her Golden Jubilee in 2002.

The one-off design, conceived by a Bentley-led

consortium of British motor industry

manufacturers and suppliers, was created with

input from The Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh

and Her Majesty's Head Chauffeur.

In technical terms, the special Bentley cars have

a monocoque construction, enabling greater use

to be made of the vehicle's interior space. This

means the transmission tunnel runs underneath

the floor, without encroaching on the cabin.

Technical details show how different the

Bentleys are to standard cars. The Bentleys are

6.22 metres long, nearly a metre longer than a

standard Bentley Arnage. At 3.84 metres, its

wheelbase is 1.3 metres longer than that of an

average family sized saloon. The engine drives a

standard, four-speed GM 4L80-E gearbox, which

directs power through up-rated driveshafts to the

rear wheels.

Although they have a powerful engine, the

Bentleys, like any other cars, are subject to

normal speed restrictions. On processional

occasions, they travel at around 9 miles per hour,

and sometimes down to 3 miles per hour.

The rear doors are hinged at the back and are

designed to allow The Queen to stand up straight

before stepping down to the ground.

The rear seats are upholstered in Hield

Lambswool Sateen cloth whilst all remaining

upholstery is in light grey Connolly hide. Carpets

are pale blue in the rear and dark blue in the front.

Visibility is important. For many people, a

glimpse of a Royal car driving slowly by may be

their only opportunity to see The Queen or a

member of the Royal Family. The Bentleys are

fitted with a removable exterior roof covering

which exposes a clear inner lining, giving an all-

round view of their Royal passengers.

There are other cars in addition to the Bentleys.

A Rolls-Royce Phantom VI was presented to The

Queen in 1978 for her Silver Jubilee by the

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders.

The oldest car in the fleet is the Phantom IV,

built in 1950, 5.76 litre with a straight eight

engine and a Mulliner body. It was used by

Princess Elizabeth and The Duke of Edinburgh. 

It features a straight eight engine and a Mulliner

body. Despite its age, the car is in fine condition,

and is still used for occasions such as Ascot.

There is also a 1987 Phantom VI.

There is no proof that King Edward VII or King

George V could drive, but later monarchs King

Edward VIII and King George VI could.

Some interesting historic Royal cars can be

viewed at Sandringham Museum. Items include

the 1900 Daimler bought by Edward VII, and a

half-scale Aston Martin given to Princes William

and Harry in 1988.

Carriages

Housed in the Royal Mews at Buckingham

Palace is the collection of historic carriages and

coaches, most of which are still in use to convey

members of the Royal Family in State

ceremonial processions or on other Royal

occasions.

There are over 100 coaches and carriages in the

Royal Collection.

The remarkable Gold State Coach has been used

for every coronation since George IV's in 1821.

As its name implies, it is covered with gold leaf

all over and the exterior is decorated with

painted panels. It weighs four tons and requires

eight horses to pull it.

It was built for George III (r. 1760-1820). When

he first became king, he wanted something

special to travel to Westminster Abbey in for his

Coronation, and for his wedding to Princess

Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz.

It is enormous: 3.6 metres high, over 7 metres

long and 4 tonnes in weight. It is decorated with

cherubs, crowns, palm trees, lions' heads, faces,

tritons and dolphins.

In the end, the coach was not ready in time for

the Coronation of George III. The first time he

used it was when he travelled to Westminster to

open Parliament on 25 November 1762.

The coach often used by The Queen at the State

Opening of Parliament is known as the Irish

State Coach because the original was built in

1851 by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, who was

also a coachbuilder.
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The exterior is blue and black with gilt

decoration and the interior is covered in blue

damask. It is normally driven from the box seat

using four horses.

Other coaches include the Scottish State Coach

(built in 1830 and used for Scottish and English

processions), Queen Alexandra's State Coach

(used to convey the Imperial State Crown to

Parliament for the State Opening), the 1902 State

Landau, the Australian State Coach (presented to

The Queen in 1988 by the Australian people to

mark Australia's bicentenary), the Glass Coach

(built in 1881) and the State and Semi-State

Landaus (used in State processions).

In addition there are two barouches, broughams

(which every day carry messengers on their

official rounds in London), Queen Victoria's

Ivory-Mounted Phaeton (used by The Queen

since 1987 for her birthday parade) as well as a

number of other carriages.

All the carriages and coaches are maintained by

craftsmen in the Royal Mews department.

Some of the coaches and carriages can be viewed

on days when the Royal Mews is open to the public.

The oldest coach is the Gold State Coach, first used

by George III when he opened Parliament in 1762.

The most recent coach is the Australian State

Coach, a gift from the people of Australia in 1988.

The coach in which a Royal bride traditionally

travels to her wedding is the Glass Coach.

Trains

Where appropriate, The Queen and other

members of the Royal Family use scheduled

train services for their official journeys.

In addition, the Royal Train is used by The

Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh and The Prince

of Wales on longer journeys around the UK.
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The Royal Train enables members of the Royal

Family to travel overnight and at times when the

weather is too bad to fly, and to work and hold

meetings during lengthy journeys. It has modern

office and communications facilities.

Journeys on the train are always organised so as

not to interfere with scheduled services.

The first Royal train journey took place on 13

June 1842, when the engine Phlegethon, pulling

the Royal saloon and six other carriages,

transported Queen Victoria from Slough to

Paddington. The journey took 25 minutes.

The train consists of carriages drawn from a total

of eight purpose-built saloons, pulled by one of

the two Royal Class 67 diesel locomotives:

67005 'Queen's Messenger' and 67006 'Royal

Sovereign'. Both locomotives were named in

ceremonies performed by The Queen.

The exact number and combination of carriages

forming the Royal Train is determined by factors

such as which member of the Royal Family is

travelling and the time and duration of the

journey. When not pulling the Royal Train, the

two locomotives are used for general duties.

The carriages are a distinctive maroon with red

and black coach lining and a grey roof. The

carriages available include the royal

compartments, sleeping, dining and support cars.

The Queen's Saloon has a bedroom, bathroom

and a sitting room with an entrance which opens

onto the platform.

The Duke of Edinburgh's Saloon has a similar

layout plus a kitchen. Scottish landscapes by Roy

Penny and Victorian prints of earlier rail

journeys hang in both saloons.

A link with the earliest days of railways is

displayed in The Duke of Edinburgh's Saloon: a

piece of Isambard Kingdom Brunel's original

broad gauge rail, presented on the 150th

anniversary of the Great Western Railway.

Brunel had accompanied Queen Victoria on her

inaugural 1842 journey.

The current Queen's and Duke's Saloons came

into service in 1977, when they were extensively

used during the Silver Jubilee Royal tours.

They had began life in 1972 as prototypes for the

standard Inter-City Mark III passenger carriage

and were later fitted out for their Royal role at

the Wolverton Works, where work on the Royal

Train is normally done.

Network Rail manages the Royal Train and owns

the rolling stock. Day-to-day operations are

conducted by another privatised company, DB

Schenker.
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Air Travel

Air transport provides a quick and efficient way

for members of the Royal Family to carry out

engagements across the UK and overseas. It has

allowed The Queen to travel to countries and

places never possible for her predecessors.

Official flying for members of the Royal Family

is provided by BAe 146 and HS 125 jet aircraft

of No. 32 (The Royal) Squadron, based at RAF

Northolt just north west of London, and the

Sikorsky S-76 C+ helicopter operated by the

Royal Household from Blackbushe Aerodrome

in Hampshire.

The primary role of 32 (The Royal) Squadron's is

to provide support in operational theatres for the

Ministry of Defence. Any spare capacity on the

aircraft is offered to the Royal Family, the Prime

Minister and senior Ministers. Royal flying

accounts for less than 20% of the combined

tasking of both the BAe 146 and the HS125.

In 2005-06, 32 (The Royal) Squadron has two

four-engined BAe 146s (each of which carries 19

to 23 passengers) and five twin-engined HS 125s

(each of which carries a maximum seven passengers).

The Royal Travel Office based at Buckingham

Palace co-ordinates use of the different types of

aircraft by members of the Royal Family,

ensuring that their use is both appropriate and

cost-effective.

In 2004-05, the BAe 146 were used for Royal flying

over 218 flying hours, the HS125 for 230 flying

hours and the Sikorsky for around 400 flying hours.

The cost of official Royal travel by air is met by

the Royal Travel Grant-in-aid, the annual funding

provided by the Department for Transport.

Aircraft of No. 32 (The Royal) Squadron have a

distinctive white livery with a red, white and

blue stripe. The Royal Household S-76 is

finished in the red and blue colours of the

Brigade of Guards.

Air transport has been used by the Royal Family

for Royal visits since the 1930s. King Edward VIII

became the first British monarch to fly in 1936.

Royal flying was formalised on 21 July 1936

with the creation of The King's Flight at Hendon

in North London. The new flight operated a

single twin-engine Dragon Rapide, G-ADDD,

formerly King Edward VIII's private aircraft.

The Dragon Rapide was replaced in May 1937

by an Airspeed Envoy III, G-AEXX, the first

aircraft purchased specifically for The King's

Flight.

The Second World War saw The King's Flight

temporarily disbanded, although members of the

Royal Family continued to fly using military aircraft.

In 1946 The King's Flight was reformed, in

greater strength, at RAF Benson with four

Vickers Vikings. The following year all were heavily

used during the Royal Tour of South Africa.

The Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII)

became the first member of the Royal Family to

fly, learning in France during the First World War.
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The Prince went on to become a skilful pilot.

Since then many members of the Royal Family

have learnt to fly, including The Duke of Edinburgh,

The Prince of Wales and The Duke of York (a

Royal Navy helicopter pilot).

Royal Yacht Britannia

For 44 years the Royal Yacht BRITANNIA was

the floating residence of The Queen and other

members of the Royal Family during many UK

and overseas tours.

During that time, BRITANNIA became one of

the most famous ships in the world, travelling in

regions as remote as the South Pacific and

Antarctica.

The yacht was built by the Clyde shipbuilders

Messrs John Brown & Co at a cost of £2,098,000

to replace her 50-year-old predecessor, Victoria

and Albert III.

BRITANNIA was named and launched by The

Queen on 16 April 1953 and was commissioned

on 11 January 1954. The name was The Queen's

personal choice.

In BRITANNIA's first Royal voyage The Queen

joined the yacht at Tobruk and sailed up the

Thames to the Pool of London in 1954.

During its lifetime, the Royal Yacht travelled

widely. It was used extensively on tours of areas

such as the Caribbean, the coast of Europe and

the Pacific, allowing The Queen to reach remote

regions, and to travel around island realms.

Towards the end of its service, the yacht was

used on visits to South Africa and Russia in

1995. The last time The Queen was on board

BRITANNIA for an official visit was on 9

August 1997 for a visit to the island of Arran.

The Royal Yacht was designed to be a venue for

official entertaining and receptions, as well as a

residence for Royal tours.

It provided State apartments catering for up to

250 guests, and included office space and

accommodation for members of the Royal

Family and staff accompanying them.

BRITANNIA's State apartments contained

furniture and recycled fittings from the Victoria

and Albert, including a small gimbal table

designed by Prince Albert.

The wheel in the wheelhouse came from George

V's racing yacht BRITANNIA, whilst the

binnacle on the veranda deck was first used in

the Royal George (built in 1817) and since fitted

in each successive Royal Yacht.

At the end of her life, BRITANNIA's complement

was 19 officers and 217 Royal Yachtsmen and

her captain had the rank of Commodore.

All Yachtsmen were volunteers who joined from

the General Service of the Royal Navy. A Royal

Marines' Band was also occasionally embarked,

when on Royal duty.

About half served in the Permanent Royal Yacht

Service and a number served onboard for 20

years or more; officers were normally appointed

for a two-year period of duty.

Royal Yachtsmen were distinguished by their

uniform, which was finished off at the back with

a black silk bow, originally worn in mourning for

Prince Albert.

By tradition, no shouted orders were given.

Instead, hand signals were used, with written

Daily Orders (updated by 'hot notices' if

required) taking the place of a broadcast system.
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