
She was 13 years old and innocent, he was 18,

debonair and dashing. And for her, at least, it

was love at first sight.

It all began on July 22, 1939 when Princess

Elizabeth made a visit to the Royal Naval

College, Dartmouth, where she was introduced

to her cousin, Cadet Captain Prince Philip of

Greece, then in the process of completing his

three months‟ initial officers‟ training course.

“She never took her eyes off him,” Princess

Elizabeth‟s governess, “Crawfie” later recalled.

Charged with entertaining Princess Elizabeth and

her sister, Princess Margaret, Philip not only

mesmerized Princess Elizabeth with his blonde,

blue-eyed good looks, but engaged her in playing

with a toy train, then dazzled her by jumping

over the tennis net.

“How good he is, Crawfie! How high he can

jump!” Elizabeth exclaimed, enthralled by

Philip‟s athleticism.

From then on, the die was cast. Princess

Elizabeth was in love with Prince Philip, then

and for always.

Although her father, King George V1 was not

overly enthusiastic at the prospect of his beloved

„Lilibet‟ marrying a penniless Prince, Philip’s

appeal was clear from the start.

Tall, blonde, handsome, athlete, well educated,

possessed of exquisite manners, a naval officer

who could out-sail, out-hunt, and out-run any

man, he was the ultimate machismo.

Yet beneath his macho façade, Philip was also

vulnerable – and that vulnerability rendered him

even more irresistible to the Princess.

His mother suffered a breakdown when he was a

child and for many years was absent from his

life, his father was distant, and he was sent away

to school in England before the age of twelve. So

that although he was descended from the

Romanovs, and like Princess was a great great

great grandchild of Queen Victoria, he was an

outsider, different – and that difference was part

of his considerable allure.

The Second World War served to separate

Princess Elizabeth from Philip, who, as a Second

Lieutenant fought in the Indian Ocean and the

Mediterranean, but even then, her passion for

him never wavered.

By the time she was eighteen, she was already

confiding in friends that she dreamed of making

Philip her husband.

During that time, when Philip came home on

leave, he spent two Christmases at Windsor,

which gave Elizabeth the opportunity she longed

for to get to know him better.

By now, Philip‟s uncle, Lord Louis Mountbatten

was making no secret of the fact that he was set

on Philip marrying the Princess, but both her

mother and father feared that she was too young.

In the last year of the war, Philip was awarded a

two-year appointment at the Royal Naval Petty
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Officers School at Corsham. His proximity to

Elizabeth insured that they would meet on a

regular basis.

Outing after outing followed, in Philip‟s black

MG sports car, which he would drive through the

country roads at breathtaking speed.

And after spending six weeks with Elizabeth in

Balmoral during the summer of 1946, the

outcome of their romance was a foregone

conclusion. And when, on June 14, 1947, the

couple made a rare public appearance, attending

a performance of “Oklahoma!” and – during the

song, “People Will Say We‟re In Love – gazed

into one another‟s eyes enraptured, the world

knew that it was just a matter of time before their

match became official.

By now, Philip had become a British citizen and

changed his name to Mountbatten. And on July

10, 1947, he presented the Princess with an

engagement ring which he had designed himself

after the London jeweler, Antrobus had

dismantled the diamond tiara once belonging to

Philip‟s mother, Princess Alice, then set eleven

of the diamonds into a platinum band, along with

a central solitaire stone of three carats and five

smaller stones on each shoulder.

Prince Philip of Greece, now the Duke of

Edinburgh, married Princess Elizabeth on 20th

November, 1947 at Westminster Abbey.

Ten embroiderers and twenty-five needlewomen

labored for two months to make her wedding

dress, sewing it with one hundred miles of silk

thread, and hand embroidered it with 10,000

pearls and crystals sewn in a floral design, with a

fifteen foot train made from transparent ivory

silk and tulle.

A glorious and serene bride, Princess Elizabeth

married her Prince Charming and together, they

looked forward to a life filled with harmony and

happiness.

“They were deeply in love,” said Lord Charteris

of Amsfield, who became Princess Elizabeth‟s

private secretary in 1950. “They were young,

newly wed, they could lead a relatively private

life. As a naval officer Prince Philip was ding a

job he loved, the Princess was living as a naval

wife. It was a very happy time for them.”

Prince Charles was born in 1948, Princess Ann,

just two years later, and their happiness was

complete. 

However, that happiness was shattered when, in

1952, King George died suddenly, aged only 56.

Princess Elizabeth was now Queen of England,

and Philip her consort.

“They‟d hoped for more years of freedom,”

explained Lady Penn, the Queen‟s lifelong

friend and the widow of Sir Eric Penn, who was

the Queen‟s Comptroller, who added, “But when

she had to step straight into the position of

Queen, Philip was marvelous about it.”

“He knew from that moment that he would have

to keep one step behind her in public, but it

didn‟t change their marriage.”

“When the door is closed on the outside world,

he is very much head of the family, which is as it

should be.”

“In their own private world, they‟re an ordinary

married couple like millions of others.”

And although Elizabeth is Queen of England and

Philip, technically her subject, in a private

setting, he has no hesitation whatsoever about

demonstrating his dominance over her.
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Still a fast driver, even now, on one occasion at

Sandringham, he was driving the Queen, but far

too fast for her liking.

However, when she asked him to slow down, he

snapped, “One more peep out of you and you can

walk the rest of the way!” Then he revved up the

motor and drove faster.

“Prince Philip is the only man in the world who

treats the Queen simply as another human being”

said Lord Charteris, her private secretary for five

years until 1977.

“He‟s the only man who can. I believe she

values that. And, of course, it‟s not unknown for

the Queen to say,

“Philip, do shut up!” Because she is Queen, that

is not something she can say to anyone else.”

“She wears the crown, he wears the trousers,”

Gyles Brandreth observed. “She doesn‟t really

feel safe except with the Duke of Edinburgh.

In all the intervening years since their very first

meeting, 72 years ago, Prince Philip has been the

Queen‟s rock, her lode star, and her best friend.

And even though he, himself, has confessed,

“I‟m a pragmatist,” the Queen knows that

underneath his bluff and cantankerous exterior,

Prince Philip is warm, loving and devoted to her.

As they approach the twilight of her lives, the

Queen and Prince Philip remain more in love

than ever. Their romance endures undimmed,

and they still share a bed together. Even after all

these years, there‟s still a glint in the Queen’s

eyes whenever she looks at Philip, her Prince

charming.
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