
The Royal Shakespeare Company works to connect people with Shakespeare – 
responding to his plays through contemporary actors, artists, writers and theatre 
educators. Every year we perform to over 600,000 people in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
London, Newcastle upon Tyne, across the UK and overseas. Our commitment to 
collaboration and artistic enquiry is widening and deepening our relationships with 
audiences and with other artists, producing bold, progressive work that engages 
with the world we live in.

In the last decade alone we have:

	 Staged	11,	609	performances	selling	over	6.3	million	tickets
	 Generated	over	£100m	in	Box	Office	income
	 Commissioned	186	new	plays
	 Raised	£16m	net	income	from	revenue	fundraising	and	

	 membership	schemes
	 Worked	with	250,000	children	and	young	people	through	our	

	 education	programmes
	 Provided	over	1million	under	25	year	olds	with	reduced	price	

	 access	to	the	work	of	the	RSC
	 Earned	£16.4m	from	commercial	income

On	behalf	of	the		
Royal	Shakespeare	

Company	we	would
like	to	congratulate	
Her	Majesty	Queen	

Elizabeth	II	on	her	85th	
birthday	this	year.

2011	also	marks	the		
50th	anniversary	of		

the	RSC’s	Royal	Charter,		
and	we	are	honoured	to	
celebrate	alongside	our	

Patron	Her	Majesty.

Individuals, trusts and 
companies have all 
supported our recent capital 
campaign to transform 
our theatres in Stratford-
upon-Avon and have helped 
to develop pieces of new 
work, train artists in our 
Ensembles and introduce 
young people throughout 
the country to the work 
of Shakespeare and live 
theatre.

We are grateful to  
Arts Council England for 
the annual grant that we 
receive underpinning our 
full body of work, and for 
their major contribution in 
funding the transformation 
of our Stratford-upon-Avon 
theatres. In recognition 
of our economic role in 
the region, Advantage 
West Midlands have also 
generously supported the 
capital campaign providing, 
along with ACE, the bedrock 
of the funding. 

Since 2003, Accenture and 
the RSC have enjoyed a 
unique partnership.  
As our “High Performance 
Business Partner”, 
Accenture’s sponsorship 
provides us with financial 
support as well as  
pro bono consulting services 
that help us improve our 
business performance so 
that we achieve the same 
unparalleled success 

commercially as we enjoy 
artistically.

The Gatsby Charitable 
Foundation and  
Lady Sainsbury of Turville 
have shown unequalled 
generosity in their support 
for the Transformation 
Project. We are honoured 
to have developed a strong 
relationship with  
Lady Sainsbury who played 
such a pivotal role as 
the Chair of the Project 
Committee. Our acting 
ensembles and artist 
training are also generously 
supported by The Gatsby 
Charitable Foundation.

The Weston Family’s 
commitment to the RSC 
extends back to the 
formation of the Artist 
Development Programme 
and also includes 
the current theatre’s 
transformation. This 
generous support has been 
recognised in the naming of 
The Weston Square, a new 
outside performance area 
connecting the theatre to the 
town.

Bruce and Suzie Kovner 
have supported each  
long-term acting ensemble 
since 2006, along with 
the Artist Development 
Programme and the 
outreach training that we 
offer throughout the country. 

Mark Pigott, CEO of PACCAR 
Inc has supported the new 
events and exhibitions 
space in the transformed 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre, 
named The PACCAR Room in 
his recognition.

Dr Leonard Polonsky and  
Dr Georgette Bennett are 
key funders for our online 
and digital provision, 
increasing accessibility 
to our work regardless of 
education or background.

The Allan & Nesta Ferguson 
Charitable Trust generously 
donated two major gifts 
to the transformation of 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre, a building that the 
late Elnora Ferguson loved 
dearly.

Mrs Drue Heinz has 
supported the work of 
the Literary Department 
for the last ten years, 
enabling us to work with 
a varied pool of both 
upcoming and established 
writers from across the 
world, recognising how 
Shakespeare can inform and 
enlighten new writing.

Abigail and Leslie H. 
Wexner have supported 
our first ever full ensemble 
residency in America and 
the RSC’s partnership in 
education with The Ohio 
State University.

Dame Vivien Duffield’s 
generous support towards 
the capital campaign and 
our ongoing education 
work has been recognised 
in the naming of the Clore 
Learning Centre in Stratford, 
a permanent home for 
our varied experiential 
education programmes.

Stratford-upon-Avon Town 
Trust, The Foyle Foundation, 
Charlotte Heber Percy, 
Sir Christopher Bland and 
David Burbidge have all 
significantly contributed to 
the transformation of the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre, 
and we are immensely 
grateful for their major 
donations.

In 2012 we will be curating 
the World Shakespeare 
Festival throughout the 
country and BP Plc have 
generously agreed to work 
with us as the Founding 
Presenting Partner, both 
in the development of 
the programme and also 
the creation of digital 
performance space.

We would like to take 
this opportunity to 
express our gratitude 
to these individuals and 
organisations, and to thank 
everyone who has donated 
to the RSC and contributed 
to our work.

The newly transformed  
Royal Shakespeare Theatre


