
After a long day of public appearances,

President Obama and his wife Michelle were

treated to a state banquet at Buckingham

Palace, hosted by the Queen.

The star-studded banquet saw 171 guests arrive,

including Tom Hanks, Kevin Spacey and Tim

Burton, who dined on lamb, potatoes boulangere

and vanilla charlotte.

Also at Her Majesty’s banquet in honour of the

Obamas were David Cameron, Nick Clegg and

Boris Johnson.

Former Prime Ministers Tony Blair and Gordon

Brown also attended, as did Ed Miliband,

Richard Branson and Helena Bonham Carter.

Hollywood actor Hanks sat next to Ffion Hague,

the wife of the Foreign Secretary, while Kevin

Spacey was beside Sophie, the Countess of

Wessex – wife of Prince Edward.

Michelle Obama wore a full-length white Tom

Ford gown, complete with white evening gloves

and a tiny jewelled clutch purse, with her hair

swept into a bun. The Queen was in a silk crepe

evening gown with an embroidered Swarovski

crystal motif on the bodice. She wore it with the

Vladimir diamond and pearl tiara.

As the Queen welcomed the Obamas, she said:

‘Today the U.S. remains our most important ally.

But our relationship goes far beyond our military ties.’

She celebrated the special relationship between

the U.S. and Great Britain and highlighted their

‘shared history, common language and strong

intellectual and cultural links’, during her

welcome speech.

Her Majesty said she had ‘fond memories’ of

first meeting the Obamas in 2009 at the G20

conference in London.

The lavish dinner was held in the palace ballroom,

where the Prince of Wales hosted the private

meal for 300 on the evening of the Royal Wedding.

Dinner for 171: The lavish banquet, hosted by 

the Queen, was to honour the Obamas' state visit,

and the President and First Lady posed here with

the royal couple before the meal.

Earlier in the day the Obamas had visited

Number Ten after laying a wreath on the tomb of

an unknown soldier at Westminster Abbey.

It is the couple’s first state visit to Britain and

they are guests at Buckingham Palace.

They arrived last night after their visit to Ireland

and are staying in the luxurious Belgian Suite,

the traditional rooms for a visiting head of state

and also where the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge

spent their first night as a married couple.

Despite not attending the Royal Wedding last

month, the President and his wife met Prince

William and his new bride yesterday and spoke

for around 15 minutes with the newly-weds.

On the Obamas' arrival, they were greeted with a

41-gun salute alongside The Queen, Prince Philip,

Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall.
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