
 
 

 

THE ROYAL BIRTHDAY OF THE YEAR  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her 85th birthday this year. 

The news has caused tremendous excitement amongst the royal family 

and royalists around the world, as this makes Queen Elizabeth II the 

second longest reigning Monarch in the history of the United 

Kingdom. As a result this year’s Trooping of the Colours has been a 

special and memorable event with the Duke and Duchess of 

Cambridge making their first appearance since the wedding with the 

Duke riding for her Majesty’s birthday for the first time. 

Government Initiatives IQ takes you on a journey in this 

commemorative issue through her Majesty’s early life, romance, her 

role as the monarch, her birthday and finally looking at the 

preparations for the diamond jubilee in 2012.  

As her Majesty prepares to celebrate 60 years of her reign we will 

analyse her history, royal residences, finances, transportation, the 

commonwealth and her interests over the past 85 years.  

And finally we take a close look at the Queen hosting President Barack 

Obama and her historic visit to Ireland.  
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