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How is the work of The Queen funded? How

much does the Royal Family cost the tax

payer each year? Does The Queen pay tax -

and if not, why not? And do the Crown Jewels

and Royal Palaces belong to The Queen?

The Monarchy has sometimes been described as

an expensive institution, with Royal finances

shrouded in confusion and secrecy. In reality, the

Royal Household is committed to ensuring that

public money is spent as wisely and efficiently

as possible, and to making Royal Finances as

transparent and comprehensible as possible.

Each year the Royal Household publishes a

summary of Head of State expenditure, together

with a full report on Royal public finances. 

These reports can be downloaded from this section.

This section provides an outline of how the work

of the Monarchy is funded. It includes information

on Head of State expenditure, together with

information about other aspects of Royal finances.

Head of State

expenditure

Head of State expenditure is the official

expenditure relating to The Queen's duties as

Head of State and Head of the Commonwealth.

Head of State expenditure has reduced significantly

over the past decade, from £87.3 million in

1991-92 (expressed in current pounds) to £38.2

million in 2009-10. In the year 2009-10 The

Queen cost the taxpayer just 62 pence per person.

Head of State expenditure is met from public

funds in exchange for the surrender by The

Queen of the revenue from the Crown Estate. In

2008-09 the Treasury’s gross receipts in respect

of the Crown Estate were £230 million.

Head of State expenditure excludes the costs of

Police and Army security and of Armed Services

ceremonial, as figures are not available.

Every year the Royal Household publishes an

Annual Summary of Head of State expenditure,

together a full report on Royal public finances.

The two-page Annual Summary and full Royal

Public Finances report can be downloaded as

Acrobat pdf files at the bottom of this page.

A summary of Head of State expenditure met

from public funds in the year to 31 March 2010

reads as follows:

Sources of funding

There are four sources of funding for The Queen,

or officials of the Royal Household acting on

Her Majesty's behalf, in both a public and private

capacity.

These are: the Civil List, the Grants-in-Aid for

upkeep of Royal Palaces and for Royal travel,

the Privy Purse and The Queen's personal wealth

and income.

How the finances are

used

The various official sources of funding detailed

in this section are used entirely to support The

Queen's work as Head of State.

This means that the money goes towards a

number of resources which enable Her Majesty

to carry out her official duties. These include:

Royal travel for official engagements in the UK

and overseas; the maintenance of Royal residences

which are used for formal entertaining and

ceremonial events; funding for the work of The

Duke of Edinburgh which supports and complements

that of The Queen and salaries for employees of

the Royal Household who support and administrate

the work of Her Majesty as Head of State

Secretary-General’s reception.
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