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Where ‘Children are our Future’

Parklands Infants School is a group 3 school 
with 420 children on roll.  This includes 60 
nursery children.  The children come from a 
variety of backgrounds and live primarily in 
the local area.  Some children live further afield.  
The majority of children are from white British 
families however the number of children from 
other ethnic backgrounds is increasing.  The 
proportion claiming free school meals is below 
average however our children with SEN are 
above average.  Visitors always comment on the 
happy, positive and inclusive ethos of the school.

The school is situated in an urban area and has very 
little outdoor space which has been developed into 
different learning areas for each year group.  We are 
a recognised Forest School with accredited leaders 
on the staff and have a designated site within 
Hainault Forest. Blocks of sessions are planned 
to enable the classes to develop and enhance their 
thematic learning in a forest environment. 

Attainment on entry to the school is below the 
national average particularly in communication, 
language and literacy. By the end of year two the 
outcomes show that we are consistently above 
national and local averages in these areas. 

The flexible, thematic, skills based curriculum 
enables learning that is both meaningful and 
purposeful.  To ensure that learning is fun and 
memorable all themes begin with a ‘Stunning 
Start,’ have a ‘Marvellous Middle’ and end with 

a ‘Fabulous Finish!’ This allows for deep learning 
which is vibrant, enjoyable and engaging. 

We are proud of the achievement of all our learners 
in school. We are particularly pleased with the 
achievements in writing which encompasses the 
whole curriculum. 

Writing throughout the school is based on first 
hand experiences, writing for a purpose and real 
audiences.  Opportunities for, ‘Talk for Writing,’ 
give children the confidence to explore their ideas 
orally through engagement in activities such as role 
play, drama, use of the outdoors and visits such as 
shopping trips.

Non -negotiables for writing include the teaching 
of cursive hand writing, phonic, grammatical 
and spelling strategies, purposes for writing and 
exposure to a wide range of texts.  These are the 
skills which the children are then able to use and 
apply in their writing.  Throughout all their writing 
activities the children are encouraged to, ’Have a 
Go’ and to show pride in their achievements.

Displays including books, throughout the school 
reflect the value and importance placed on children’s 
writing as an effective form of communication and 
creativity which is shared by all those who visit the 
school including parents and carers.

Writing is an essential skill and tool for now and 
the future. Our challenge is to ensure that the 
curriculum we provide meets the needs and feeds 
the enthusiasm of our children.
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