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‘Smile because you’re special’

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Infant 
School is a larger than average Primary 
School with 290 pupils. We have very 
close links with our Parish Church ‘Our 
Lady of the Angels’ and our Parish Priest 
is a regular visitor. We attend Mass and 
liturgies regularly throughout the year to 
celebrate special events in the life of the 
Church. 

Our aim at Our Lady’s has always been to 
inspire and motivate all children within a 
caring environment. It is hugely important to 
us that each child is recognised and celebrated 
for their individuality. Our recent Ofsted 
Report’s opening sentence read….

‘Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Infant 
School is a place where every child matters. 

As a result, pupils feel safe and enjoy all 
aspects of school life’.

Since my appointment in 2005, we have been 
inspected three times. The first time was 
within a few weeks of me starting, which 
whilst alarming at the time, it gave us a great 
basis from which to begin the next stage of 
school improvement.

Since then, we have been full steam ahead 
in changing and reinvigorating many aspects 

of our school. In 2007 we introduced a more 
cross curricular approach to teaching in order 
to inspire and motivate all our learners. We 
are always keen to make sure that our topic 
choices engage our boys. Topics have a ‘Super 
Start’, a ‘Marvellous Middle’ and a ‘Fabulous 
Finish.’ Our curriculum was recognised as 
being exemplary in our latest inspection and 
we are very proud of this. We are now looking 
ahead to ‘The New Curriculum’ for September 
2014 by identifying and implementing the 
necessary changes. As a staff, we are meeting 
regularly and we recently identified the 
curriculum drivers which we feel are most 
important to us. 

•	 Special in God’s Eyes
•	 Learning to Learn
•	 Happy and Healthy
•	 Being Creative

We have been inspired by our engagement 
with ‘Building Learning Power’, which 
enables children to recognise the skills of 
learning. For example, puppets are in each 
class to remind the children to manage their 
distractions, or work cooperatively. Children 
themselves are beginning to use the language 
and recognise when they are using their 
powers. Our main aim is to make our children 
excited about learning and recognise how 
they can become independent learners.
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In 2010, many practices within our Inclusion 
Team were refreshed ensuring each teacher 
had greater accountability for the progress 
and attainment of all vulnerable children. 
Provision maps now include all intervention 
based  in the classrooms as well as  activities 
led by the Inclusion Team for groups including 
FSM, SEN, G&T and  EAL. This, together 
with rigorous planning and monitoring ensure 
that all children’s attainment and progress 
is tracked. Termly pupil progress meetings 
allow time for discussions between teachers 
and SLT to see how we can further improve 
provision for any child who is not making 
at least adequate progress. All of these 
initiatives have led to assessment results 
being significantly above national levels 
in reading, writing and maths for the last 5 
years. 

We have recently had our Reception unit 
remodelled, which has provided a fantastic 
environment for the whole year group to be 
taught in one space. This was something we 
wanted to change, and over recent years have 
managed to do so. Having this new space has 
made it a wonderfully enabling environment 
where children have the space to follow 
independent learning opportunities.

The ‘Read Write Inc Programme’ was 
embraced by the whole school in 2012 and has 
enabled all children to be taught phonics at the 
level and speed they need. The impact of this 
was also recognised in our recent inspection 
report, as was the recent investment in tablet 
technology and new interactive touch screens 
in each class.

Our next challenge is to continue to improve 
our teaching to provide even more outstanding 
lessons, and to provide next steps more 
consistently in the marking of maths. These 
were our recommendations from our recent 
inspection. As head teacher, I am confident 
that with the whole school community and 
an ethos of working together we will achieve 
those goals. 


