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Excellence, Individuality, 
Creativity

Margaret Wix Primary School is smaller than an 
average-sized school. It is situated on the northern 
outskirts of St Albans and most pupils live near 
to the school though an increasing number live in 
other parts of the city. Due to the pressure on school 
places in the St Albans district pupil mobility is 
high, especially in EYFS and Key Stage 1. About 
half the pupils are White British and the rest come 
from a wide range of minority ethnic groups, 
with approximately 38% of pupils speaking 
languages other than English. The proportion of 
children eligible for free school meals is above 
average. The proportion identified as having 
special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
above average. Most of these pupils have specific 
learning difficulties, moderate learning difficulties 
or autistic spectrum disorders. 

The Ofsted inspection of March 2014 resulted 
in a requires improvement judgement with the 
following targets set:

To improve teaching by ensuring that:
− the work set for more-able pupils is difficult 
enough to enable them to make good progress. 
− guidance from teachers on how pupils can 
improve their work is followed up to make sure 
they use it to speed up their learning.
− teachers ask sufficiently probing questions in 
lessons to check pupils’ understanding and
extend their learning.

To raise achievement in writing by:

− developing pupils’ skills to write grammatically 
complex sentences.
− providing more opportunities for pupils to 
write at length in English lessons and in other 
subjects.

To strengthen leadership and management by 
ensuring that all leaders use data rigorously 
to drive improvements in their areas of 
responsibility.

Following the inspection the former Headteacher 
and governing body recognised the need to place 
an increased emphasis within the school on high 
quality learning, teaching and assessment and 
consistent high expectations for all pupils.

The HMI visit to school in April 2015 highlighted 
the progress the school had made towards 
achieving these targets. 

A new Headteacher was appointed in September 
2015 and the school with the school in a very 
strong position with strong value added (2015) 
and end of Key Stage 2 in writing which is 
highlighted in the tables below.
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Writing results at the end of Key Stage 2

Expected progress from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 
in writing

The improvement in standards and outcomes for 
pupils is a result of the following key actions put in 
place by senior leaders:

• Rigorous tracking and monitoring of pupil 
progress via regular pupil progress meetings and 
weekly monitoring of books.

• Consistent application of developmental 
marking policy across the school which includes 
opportunities for pupil response. 

• Children enjoyment of a dynamic curriculum 
with opportunities to use and apply core subject 
knowledge in different areas. 

• Parent involvement in learning, regular parent 
workshops targeted on whole class areas for 
development. This has enabled parents to support 
their children well at home. 

• Focused professional development for all staff, 
including the opportunity to share good practice 
on a regular basis.  

• Strong leadership and management focused on 
progress and understanding of ways to support 
the children via quality in class teaching and 
interventions. 

• The creation of link governors in key areas in 
order to challenge and have a good understanding 
of what the children are learning in school. 

• Teacher appraisal focused on whole school 
priorities with regular termly review meetings 
where staff are required to bring evidence of 
progress towards their agreed targets.

• Pupil voice has also played an important part 
in the rapid improvement. The children have 
contributed their voice and have an increased 
understanding of themselves as learners. 
They promote the school motto of excellence, 
creativity and individuality in all that they do.  

The best way to see what we offer is by visiting us!

2015 End of Key Stage 2 Value Added
All 100.9

Maths 101.8
Reading 100.1
Writing 100

2014 2015
Writing Level 4+ 86 (86) 93 (87)
GPS Level 4+ 82 (76) 93 (80)
Writing Level 5+ 27 (33) 33 (36)
GPS Level 5+ 55 (52) 70 (55)
Writing Level 6 0 (2) 0 (2)
GPS Level 6 9 (4) 17 (4)

2014 2015
Writing 100 (93) 100 (94)


