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Learning Without Limits 

Leedon Lower School is a larger than average-
sized primary school. At the time of the 
inspection Richard Benson had been in post 
for just two terms. A very large majority of 
the pupils are White British. The proportion 
of disabled pupils and those who have special 
educational needs supported through school 
action is above average. The proportion 
supported at school action plus or with a 
statement of special educational needs is 
average. A below-average proportion of pupils 
are supported by the pupil premium. This 
provides additional funding for pupils who are 
known to be eligible for free school meals or 
who are looked after by the local authority.

Leedon Lower is a good school and pupils 
make good progress from starting points 
which are often well below those typically 
found. Progress is good because of the quality 
of the teaching and rigorous focus on basic 
skills throughout the school. Standards in 
reading, writing and mathematics are rising 
and the progress made by current pupils is 
well above that expected. The gap in progress 
between those eligible for pupil premium 
funding and their classmates has narrowed. 
In Year 2 children are making progress in 
reading and mathematics that is more rapid 
than that of their peers. Pupils’ behaviour 
in and around the school is outstanding and 
has a very positive impact on their learning. 
The school takes great care to ensure pupils’ 
safety. 

The quality of teaching is good with some 
that is outstanding. Pupils develop enthusiasm 
and a real interest in independent learning. 
Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is well provided for as teachers 
plan learning through imaginative activities. 
The Head Teacher Richard Benson and senior 
leaders have had a significant impact on 
standards by improving teaching and learning 
across the school. They check on teachers’ 
work and provide good quality training for 
staff. The governing body has improved 
its work recently. Governors understand 
how to interpret the available performance 
information and are more rigorous in how they 
hold the school to account than at the time of 
the previous inspection.  

The achievement of pupils

Standards attained at the end of Year 2 have 
improved since the last inspection and are now 
close to those expected. This represents good 
progress in reading, writing and mathematics 
from their starting points. Current Year 2 
pupils, including the more able, are making 
good progress and many have made over two 
years’ progress in the past year.   

Attainment at the end of Year 4 is currently 
above that expected for pupils’ ages. This 
represents at least good progress from pupils’ 
starting points. The progress made in writing, 
although still good, is not as rapid as that 
made in reading and mathematics. The more-
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able pupils made better progress than that 
usually expected of them in all three subjects 
because activities provide them with sufficient 
challenge and the opportunity to work 
independently and gain a deeper understanding 
of the subject.  

The progress made since Year 2 by the current 
Year 4 is above that expected in reading and 
mathematics. The current Head Teacher 
Richard Benson has provided a rigorous focus 
on the teaching of basic skills across the 
school. As a result, pupils’ progress has been 
exceptionally good. There are no significant 
differences in the achievement of boys or 
girls. Pupils are on track to reach similar 
levels to last year and this again represents 
good progress.   

Progress in basic writing skills is good. The 
results of the Year 1 check on pupils’ skills 
in linking letters and sounds (phonics) show 
standards in 2013 were well above the national 
average, and this represented good progress. 
Current Year 1 pupils have also achieved 
above the level expected. Progress in reading 
throughout the school is good because a lot of 
their work is based on good quality children’s 
books. Pupils in the school as a whole have 
good phonic skills and are able to read 
accurately.   

The quality of teaching at Leedon lower school

Pupils’ work, the school’s performance 
information and inspectors’ direct observations 
in lessons all provide convincing evidence that 
teaching has improved since the last inspection 

and is consistently good. Past weaknesses 
have been addressed by the school and more 
of the teaching shows outstanding features. 
The good teaching has a positive impact on 
pupils’ learning and progress.  

Teachers ensure pupils’ attitudes to their 
learning, and their interest in their work, are 
strong. Pupils talk positively about how they 
enjoy lessons and how they learn new things. 

Teachers’ use of assessment information and 
other data is good and has improved greatly 
since the last inspection. They are aware of how 
well every pupil in their class is learning and 
this helps them address any underachievement 
quickly and effectively. Expectations have 
been raised across the school, making sure 
there is no ‘ceiling’ on any child’s learning. 

The regular marking of pupils’ work provides 
them with clear suggestions for improvements 
and is constructive. Pupils talk positively about 
how helpful they find teachers’ marking, and 
say they appreciate the way this gives them 
useful advice on how to improve their work. 


