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‘The best me I can possibly be’

Holmesdale Infant school is a group 1 school 
with 120 pupils on roll.

The school receives children from a range of 
backgrounds. It primarily serves pupils from 
the local area, but a number of parents choose 
to bring their children from further afield 
because of the school’s excellent reputation. 
The majority of pupils are from white British 
families with the proportion claiming free 
school meals below average. The school is a 
happy place with a very positive ethos.

Attainment on entry is below average. We 
find that we have to work hard in order to 
achieve outcomes at the end of year 2 that are 
consistently above national averages.

The OFSTED inspections in 2007 and July 
2013 graded us outstanding in all areas and 
we have worked tirelessly to maintain this 
status. Our most recent OFSTED recognised; 

‘Teachers provide stimulating and 
challenging lessons, reflecting consistently 
high expectations.’ 

Our journey to excellence has been through 
the development of a vibrant creative 
curriculum and use of outdoor education 
which strives to make the teaching come 
alive and the learning memorable. Lessons 
are practical and ‘hands on’ with children 
involved in independent learning. Staff are 
highly skilled in AfL and planning for support 
and challenge. Because of this our children 
display exemplary behaviour and enjoy 
coming to school.

Our whole school child centred approach 
includes many innovative responses to 
children’s needs such as Forest Schools, 
continuous provision in all key stages, regular 
enrichment days, Dad’s reading events and 
science weeks. We work hard to develop a 
sense of community and are proud to have 
achieved many quality initiatives and awards 
including ECO Green Flag (4th award), 
Artsmark Gold (2nd award), Leading Parent 
Partnership, Full International School Award, 
Sing Up Silver, Healthy Schools and Basic 
Skills Quality Mark 5.

We look forward to building on this success 
and will continue to support other schools on 
their journey to excellence. 
We all recognise the challenges ahead but feel 
privileged to make a difference to the lives of 
our children.
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