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Excellence and Enjoyment for All

Gateford Park is a slightly smaller than 
average sized primary school, serving the 
community of Gateford, on the outskirts of 
Worksop. I came to the school in 2005 as a 
class teacher and was appointed Headteacher 
in May 2014, having been the Deputy 
Headteacher for the previous three years. 

When I became Deputy, following the 
appointment of our previous Headteacher 
around five years ago, along with a drive 
to raise standards, one of our key priorities 
was to develop excellent relationships with 
parents, because for a variety of reasons, 
these had deteriorated over the years. One 
of our first initiatives was to sign up for 
the Leading Parent Partnership Award, 
recognised as a national standard for effective 
parent partnership. With the support and trust 
of parents, a school can truly begin to thrive. 
So, I took the lead on the project and we were 
the first school in the area to gain the award, 
in May 2013. That was a real turning point 
for our school.

Pupils’ attainment at Gateford Park has risen 
over the last five years, with an increasing 
difference between the standards attained by 
pupils here and others nationally. When our 

Year 6 pupils leave us, they are well prepared 
for secondary school. Last year, for example, 
pupils left us with scores in mathematics 
almost two terms ahead of other pupils 
nationally! These successes can be attributed 
to the whole school team’s relentless drive 
to improve standards, through good quality 
teaching and accurate assessment, ensuring 
that children are taught what they need to 
learn, with just the right level of challenge. 
Senior leaders and class teachers monitor 
and evaluate children’s attainment and 
achievement, then focus their attention 
on what will be done to further improve 
standards for our children. Our disadvantaged 
pupils make good progress, because we have 
reviewed the way in which the Pupil Premium 
grant is spent, so that it directly impacts on 
individual children, so that their needs are 
effectively met.

One of our real success stories is the 
implementation of a creative curriculum. 
The impact that this has had on outcomes 
for our children speaks for itself. In our 
Ofsted inspection in February 2016, the 
lead inspector reported that ‘The curriculum 
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is a strength of the school. Teachers have 
assembled an exciting range of themes 
and topics to engage pupils. Parents who 
responded to Parent View had particularly 
warm words for the things that pupils learn. 
One parent wrote, ‘My children come home 
from school every day telling me about the 
wonderful day they had’. Another said, ‘The 
range of topics and creative ideas never cease 
to amaze me.’

Children love learning and levels of 
engagement have soared as a result of the 
range of exciting and imaginative topics, 
which are expertly delivered by our teachers. 
Our expectations of ourselves and our 
children are unfalteringly high and we all 
work together to ensure that our approaches 
are consistent and effective. 

In 2014, we focussed our attention on 
further promoting children’s personal 
development, through the introduction of 
our school’s ‘Golden Values’. These have 
a high profile throughout the school and 
teach our children the importance of trying 
their best, and persisting even when their 
work is hard. They know that making an 
occasional mistake is not a sign of failure, 
but a necessary thing that shows them what 

they need to learn next. They learn this from 
their very first day in Reception Class. As a 
result, children’s attitudes to learning have 
improved, because they understand how to 
be an effective learner. Our curriculum and 
golden values work hand in hand in engaging 
and motivating our children to learn, both at 
home and at school, not because they have 
to, but because they want to. Excellence and 
enjoyment really are what our school is all 
about. And the most wonderful thing of all 
is that we all work together, because we all 
believe in the same things. Our little school 
really is like a family, with each and every 
child at the very heart of what we do. Going 
to work has never been so much fun!
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