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‘Together we Achieve’

Filton Hill Primary School serves the urban 
area of Filton, which has much in common 
with schools located in North Bristol in 
terms of higher deprivation, attitudes to 
learning and low attendance. This is in 
contrast with the majority of the rest of 
schools in South Gloucestershire. Filton 
currently has some of the highest levels of 
unemployment and many pupils come from 
challenging family circumstances. A third 
of the pupils receive free school meals and a 
high percentage comes from a small number 
of large families.  

The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic 
backgrounds is a little over half the national 
average, as is the proportion of pupils who 
speak English as an additional language. 

Pupils join the Reception class with skill 
levels that are much lower than expected for 
their age. This is particularly so in the areas 
of personal development, and communication 
and language skills. From analysing the 
EYFS data it became clear the majority of 
the pupils also lacked basic Knowledge and 
Understanding of the world.  The lack of these 
key experiences was hindering their ability to 

develop their literacy skills later on, especially 
in writing.  

A key factor in our success is the introduction 
of the Creative Curriculum and the decision to 
budget for extra school trips and experiences.  
The teachers provide interesting, meaningful 
and relevant opportunities for pupils and 
ensure they are motivated and engaged with 
an enthusiastic attitude to learning.  

Another important factor has been to develop 
pupils’ confidence about their learning and 
this includes encouraging their independence.  
Last year we introduced seven animals with 
different learning characteristics such as 
perseverance and this approach has worked 
very well with the children taking more 
responsibility for their own learning.

The introduction of the Pupil Premium has 
enabled us to fund a variety of support; we 
offer free breakfast (to the FSM pupils) and 
this ensures they arrive on time and have 
eaten before learning.  We have also employed 
a Drama Therapist, which means the more 
vulnerable children have the emotional 
support they need. A hungry and unhappy 
child is never going to be enthusiastic about 
long division! 
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The school has been judged ‘Good’ during 
the last two inspections and each time the 
inspectors have been impressed with the 
positive atmosphere of the school.  The 
personal relationships are crucial for the 
quality of learning and the children know they 
are listened to and respected.  

The school supports vulnerable groups well, 
but a large section of each class sits just below 
expectations and also need that specific support 
to catch up with their peers.  We moved the 
majority of support groups to the afternoons in 
order for the pupils to continue to experience 
quality first teaching in the mornings.  The 
interventions are sharp, focussed and progress 
is monitored very closely.  The school employs 
a SENCo 3 days a week, who manages a team 
of highly skilled TAs.  The children currently 
work in ability groups for phonics and 
numeracy in KS2.  

The school encourages the parents to help 
the children to develop literacy skills and for 
several years now we have asked parents to 

read with their child 5 times a week, as their 
main homework.  The children, who achieve 
this, receive a reward at the end of term and 
we also suggest projects, the families can work 
on together, rather than reams of worksheets.
I believe a leader cannot work in isolation 
and it is very important to have strong shared 
leadership and trust members of staff with 
key initiatives.  The school is very outward 
looking and works with a range of external 
advisers and local schools.  It can be a little 
daunting to invite visitors to the school, but 
it helps leaders to confirm judgements and 
identify key areas for development.

Our approach to learning has had a clear 
impact on standards.  In 2013 82% achieved 
level 4 in RWM (compared to 75% nationally) 
and 93% achieved 2 levels progress in all 
three subjects.  Considering the backgrounds 
of many of our pupils, we are tremendously 
proud of their achievements.

Headteacher Kirsten lemming


