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Elkesley Primary School is a small school within 
the county of Nottinghamshire. It primarily 
serves the village it is set in. Eleven percent of 
pupils live outside of the village. For many of 
these pupils and their families it is fairly recent 
decision to attend Elkesley Primary School; 
based on the warmth of atmosphere, good results 
and a belief in the leadership of the school. 
Despite small pupil numbers, just 85 on role, we 
have a slightly higher than average proportion 
of disadvantaged pupils who for the last two 
years have not only made good progress but 
have attained well by the end of Key Stage 2. 
We also have a higher than average proportion of 
children with Special Educational Needs, again 
these children make good progress.

In January 2013 the school I joined was quite 
different from the school I lead today. For 
fifteen successive years it had been judged as 
either ‘satisfactory’ or more recently ‘Requires 
Improvement’. This year, February 2016, we 

were delighted to be judged as ‘Good’ overall 
by Ofsted. Of course the changes we have made 
were not really made for Ofsted. They were 
made to improve the opportunities and life skills 
of our pupils. 

We began our journey with some open and 
honest conversations followed by professional 
development opportunities for all staff. From 
this we began to build a team, to recognise the 
strengths and skills that we had within school and 
to identify where we needed to look outwards for 
development. Since then every move forward 
has been as a whole school.

By the time Ofsted judged us in October 2013 
we were judged ‘Requires Improvement’ overall 
with both Leadership and Behaviour being 
judged ‘Good’. We had begun to shift. These 
two judgements reflected the actions that had 
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been put in place. Firstly, a complete review of 
the whole school Behaviour Policy, leading to 
consistency of expectations with clear rewards 
and sanctions. At the same time we began 
to review and develop a new Feedback and 
Marking Policy. This led to all lessons having 
clear learning objectives and steps to success, 
which we shared with the children. For the first 
time the children knew what we wanted them to 
be able to do. This in turn supported our marking, 
which became focused and guided the children 
in their learning. These two changes began to 
almost immediately support the Governors. They 
were able to ask more challenging questions and 
complete focused monitoring activities alongside 
both myself and the subject leaders. 

Since our October 2013 inspection we have 
continued to drive improvement forward. Data 
analysis and rigorous pupil progress meetings 
have led to a whole school Pupil Provision Map 
being put in place. All children in receipt of 
Pupil Premium receive appropriate interventions 
which are tracked on the Pupil provision Map. 
Since its beginnings we have developed the map 
further adding children who may need additional 
challenge or who may have gaps in learning.

The use of pupil premium and sports grant 
funding for our school has supported us in the 
development of a broad and balanced curriculum 
for all pupils. In the last two years we have 

completed an overhaul of the curriculum, 
developed resilience to failure and improved 
attitudes to learning whilst delivering a wider 
range of opportunities using a range of expertise. 

Although a small school, in a fairly isolated 
setting, we are part of a collaboration between 
schools that feed into a secondary. Through 
these links and my own role as Chair of the 
Collaboration we have been successful in 
building links with other primary schools; 
hosting joint inset days and staff meetings. These 
have included a  Singapore Bar maths inset day, 
the development of both grammar and spelling 
strategies, taking part in moderation activities 
across the family, supporting the development 
of transition from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3. 
Working with other schools has been incredibly 
beneficial; leading to raised expectations, 
development of teaching pedagogies and quality 
assurance opportunities.

Our end of Key Stage 2 results reflect the impact 
of a progressive strategy leading to happy pupils 
who achieve in a school now judged as ‘good’ by 
Ofsted in February 2016.

Formore information please visit:

www.elkesley.notts.sch.uk

2014 2015
Level 4+ Level 5+ Level 4+ Level 5+

Reading 100 56 100 60
Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling 77 44 80 40
Writing 100 33 100 60
Mathematics 100 44 100 40


