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Congleton High in 
Top 25 Percent of Schools Nationwide

Congleton High School (CHS) is a high achieving 
mixed academy school, currently with 1190 
students, aged eleven to eighteen. Celebrating 
its fiftieth anniversary back in 2014, it remains 
an extremely popular school and has almost 
reached capacity for its 2019 new intake. Its 
success is testament to the hard work, dedication 
and teamwork of students and staff alike and, 
along with creating a thriving school, this is 
evidenced by the achievements of its students, 
both academically and personally. 

CHS helps students grow into successful 
adults, equipped with the knowledge, skills and 
personal attributes necessary to become effective 
and valued members of society. Each student is 
valued and given the support and guidance they 
need to reach and exceed their potential. This was 
recognised by Ofsted in 2018, who confirmed 
CHS to be: “An inclusive school where you aim 
to get the best out of everyone.”

The school motto, “Achieving Success 
Together,” is borne out by the 2018 GCSE exam 
results, which saw, on average, each student 
improve on their expected targets by a third of a 
grade in every subject. CHS’ performance in the 
six headline measurements reflecting academic 
performance of high schools was:

• Overall Progress 8: CHS = +0.37, placing 
it in the 19th percentile of all schools 
nationwide and joint highest in the whole of 
Cheshire.

• Percentage achieving 5 or more GCSEs at 
Grade 7+: CHS = 20% - 25th percentile

• Percentage achieving English and Maths at 
Grade 5+: CHS = 50% - 28th percentile

• Percentage achieving English and Maths at 
Grade 4: CHS = 73% - 28th percentile

Across a range thirty six courses, Sixth Form 
students also saw great success last summer, 
celebrating a 99% A*-E pass rate, a 51% 
A*-B pass rate and 38 A*/A grades. One 
of the cohort commenced her Archaeology 
and Anthropology Degree at Oxford as her 
classmates took up places at a range of Russell 
Group and other universities studying courses 
including Medicine, Politics, Law and Maths, 
commenced Degree Apprenticeships, or entered 
full-time employment. The range of academic 
and vocational choices available at sixteen plus 
at CHS are unrivalled in the area and this has led 
to the highest ever number of applications to join 
the Sixth Form this year.
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This picture of success for the school, however, 
does not start at Year Ten with the onset of 
GCSE courses. Prior to starting at CHS, the 
majority of Year Seven students have become 
familiar with the building and many of the 
staff and students through a wide ranging 
programme of ‘Discovery days,’ academic 
and sporting activities undertaken with partner 
primaries, particularly in the junior years. In the 
first term, all Year Seven students take part in 
a teambuilding day at local waterpark, Astbury 
Mere, making new friends and learning how to 
achieve success through teamwork.

From Year Seven, each child is assessed and 
set targets, which, whilst achievable, will 
challenge and stretch them to ensure they can 
reach their academic and personal potential. 
An annual ‘Academic Mentoring Day’ brings 
students, parents/carers and teachers together to 
discuss progress against these targets and to plan 
and tailor future learning. Parents appreciate 
this opportunity to be involved, with one 
commenting: “Thank you for the opportunity to 
support my daughter’s education. Great to see 
her progress but, equally, areas where she needs 
support.” Homework and revision support, often 
in teachers’ own time, also help to keep students 
on track for success.

The curriculum at CHS covers many areas and 
was described by Ofsted as: “..broad, balanced 
and innovative and meets the needs of the students 
very well.” The initial years aim to develop 
skills to enable students to become successful 
learners who enjoy, achieve and contribute to the 
school community. At Year Nine, when students 
select their options, they are able to choose from 
an impressive range of thirty GCSE and BTEC 
subjects, ensuring they can select courses that 
support their education aspirations and long 
term career goals. More-able students have the 
opportunity to gain additional qualifications 
such as Further Maths and Statistics (which saw 
a 100% pass rate in Summer ‘18) alongside the 
core curriculum.

For further information, please contact Katrina 
Kenyon at Congleton High School

Tel Direct: 01260 730147 
Switchboard: 01260 730123   
Email: kkenyon@congletonhigh.com

Executive Principal: 
Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH


