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We are so proud to say that after being open for 
just 10 months Ofsted rated us as:

Effectiveness of Leadership and Management – Outstanding
Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment – Good
Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare – Outstanding
Outcomes for Pupils – Good

After many years of working with young people 
in various challenging educational settings, 
myself and my partner and fellow director 
Emma Brown felt that we could do no more. 
Setting up a new business away from education 
was going to be our new enlightenment. Well, 
life never seems to go to plan and here we are 
just completing our first year of setting up our 
own small independent SEMH school for 8 
pupils, and we love it! It has been such a difficult 
journey both mentally and financially, but the 
way in which our pupils’ lives are changing, has 
made every difficult day worth it.

For some children, the traditional classroom 
setting does not work and can create even further 
barriers to their learning. This can often become 
a revolving door which adds to the loss of crucial 
real education time for the pupil. Cherry Tree is a 
detached building in a quiet residential area with 
spacious and comfortable rooms, where pupils 
are encouraged to take ownership of their school. 
Through a flexible and adaptable approach, 
pupils have time and space to discover their 
strengths and the way they learn best, which in 
turn creates the best possible environment ‘fit’ 
for the pupil. This ensures that in time, they 
can reach their potential academically, while 
building their emotional stability and resilience.

Cherry Tree School
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A highly experienced staff team work together 
and with all relevant agencies to ensure 
that an individualised education package is 
shaped around each pupil. Reflective practice 
and staff development are an integral part 
of Cherry Tree life and underpins much of 
what we do.  Regular meetings with external 
experienced and qualified professionals 
also ensure that we remain up to date in 
our knowledge and add to our expertise 
to provide the best possible teaching and 
learning environment for our pupils. 

We have a more than 1:1 ratio of qualified and 
experienced staff supporting each pupil to 
focus on educational gaps while they continue 
to make sense of the world around them and 
how they fit into it. There are many reasons 
why our learners find it difficult to learn, 
maintain friendships and develop a social 
network in the same way other teenagers do. 
Mental health and ongoing difficulties can 
present in many ways, both verbally, non-
verbally and through various behaviours so 
we blend the National Curriculum, Functional 
Skills and therapeutic creativity to keep 
pupils stimulated and interested in their 
learning. Through various social enrichment 
activities and the questions and answers 
they bring, pupils learn about themselves 

and learn to understand and embrace diverse 
beliefs and opinions. This is pivotal in the 
pupils’ acceptance of each other and has a 
profound effect on their ability to feel a true 
sense of belonging, no matter where they are 
emotionally. 

Our continuing ethos is to value all pupils’ 
skills and abilities beyond the cognitive. 
Pupils voices are valued and are at the heart 
of, and a part of every decision we make. We 
will continue to be innovative to meet the 
diverse, emotional and aesthetic needs of all 
pupils. We will endeavour to build mutually 
respectful relationships so that pupils feel 
appreciated and noticed. We believe in 
encouraging pupils to take learning risks 
and explore the world around them which in 
turn enables them to feel more positive about 
their learning and their future. The character, 
personality, individuality, awareness and 
resilience of each pupil is encouraged and 
developed, thereby promoting a healthy and 
enjoyable approach to learning and to life.
…… and why Cherry Tree? Because there’s 
one in the garden.

Soo Finn
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