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Aiming To Be Outstanding

When we received our OFSTED report in June 
2014 we were delighted that our inspection team 
recognised that “Leaders, including governors, 
work together in their drive to realise the 
school’s maxim, “We aim to be outstanding 
in all we do”.  We have been judged to be a 
“good” school in our last three inspections, 
though we believe that this judgement has been 
more challenging to achieve this time around 
and so take this to be recognition of the fact that 
our school is one which is improving.

Cheadle Primary School was built in 1909. 
In the last ten years, thanks to the hard work 
of the school team of staff, children, parents 
and governors, it has been transformed from a 
school with small classrooms, closed doors and 
unappealing outdoor space into a bright and 
vibrant environment with open plan, indoor and 
outdoor teaching spaces and attractive outdoor 
areas where children are no longer solely 
“taught” but are active participants in their own 
learning.

Knocking down walls to change the environment 
was easy! Changing hearts and minds and the 
culture of our school took longer!

One of the key changes over the last ten years 
has been our curriculum which underpins what 
our OFSTED report refers to as the pupils’ 
“exemplary” behaviour and attitudes. Our aim 
was to build a curriculum to meet the needs and 
interests of our children - a long way from the 
worksheets and planning downloaded from the 
internet of 2003!

We now teach a creative, skills based curriculum 
which consists of six, five week, cross 
curricular Research Projects with additional 
“Basic Skills and Knowledge Weeks” allocated 
throughout the year. Fridays are “Basic Skills 
and Knowledge Days”. Use of pupil voice is a 
vital element to the planning of our successful 
and motivational Research Projects through 
which key skills are effectively taught. 

The incorporation of the children’s interests and 
views is pivotal to the success of our bespoke 
curriculum. Children choose the content of the 
projects as well as the weekly and over-arching 
key questions. Pupil voice also contributes to 
the planning of “Basic Skills and Knowledge 
Weeks and Days” as, during Research Project 
weeks, children identify what they want to 
learn or re-visit.
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We are very proud of our broad and balanced 
curriculum which does not neglect the arts or 
the talents of the children and gives every child 
the opportunity to succeed. We make learning 
interactive, challenging and above all, fun!

We work very successfully in partnership with 
parents and carers and take every opportunity 
to engage them in their child’s learning and the 
life of the school. We give parents and carers as 
much information about the children’s learning 
as we can. In the Spring Term, children planned 
and delivered multi-media presentations to 
parents and to the Governing Body explaining 
how they learn in our school.  

During every Research Project, parents, carers 
and Governors are invited to come and work 
alongside the children. The attendance at 
these events is consistently high throughout 
school. Staff are extremely creative and plan 
a wide range of activities such as puzzles and 
quizzes, dance workshops, design technology 
challenges, fashion shows, themed days, 
cooking and cake decorating and much more!  
Home School Books provide information about 
events, key questions and core areas of the 
curriculum. Parents also enjoy our more social 
events such as termly Breakfast Weeks where 
they can come along and have breakfast, all 

prepared by the staff, with their children. We 
regularly seek the views of parents in a variety 
of ways and regularly ask for feedback in order 
to review and improve what we do. 

Over the years we have distilled what is 
important to us into eight key tenents:
• Our “outstanding” (OFSTED  June 2014) 

curriculum
• That children are happy, enjoy learning, 

want to come to school and are proud of 
their achievements

• That parents and carers feel welcome and 
have opportunities to understand and be 
involved in their child’s learning

• That children are making good or better 
progress relative to their starting points

• That we have a strong and happy team 
working together to achieve our vision

• That governors are active members of our 
leadership team, have a realistic view of 
our school and challenge us

• Pupil voice
• Networking and high quality professional 

development
• That we are part of our local and wider 

community and well respected in it

We believe that our ongoing success is because 
we never stand still! We continually reflect 
upon what we do in order to make things even 
better and give children and parents the very 
best experience at Cheadle Primary School!
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