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Learning Together 
Growing Together

Bywell is a larger than average 3 form entry 
inclusive junior school with amazing outdoor 
facilities.  The large majority of pupils are from 
white British backgrounds.  The proportion of 
pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities is broadly average.  The school has 
close links with the two main feeder schools and 
the local High School and has developed a strong 
partnership with the Diocese of West Yorkshire 
and the Dales.

Bywell is a good school ( OFSTED 2012 ) which 
is a formal recognition of the great strides the 
school has made in securing strong outcomes for 
all children in all aspects of their development.  
The school has overcome many challenges and is 
committed to driving continuous improvement.

The focus on quality first teaching and learning 
remains relentless.  Regular In - Service 
opportunities ensure teacher pedagogy remains 
up to date.  Frequent professional dialogue 
between team members is a key feature at 
Bywell; it is rare for staff meetings to not include 
any element of school improvement.  There is 
a shared understanding of strong teaching and 
learning.  Teacher planning, preparation and 
assessment time is organised in to year groups 
where senior leaders support the planning of 
learning opportunities.  Changes to the education 
system and pedagogical developments are 
embraced resulting in a vibrant learning culture 
across the school community.  

The use of ‘Partner Talk’ helps pupils explore 
and challenge ideas leading to a deeper 
understanding of concepts learnt.  Collaborative 
learning opportunities are a key feature of our 
curriculum design which is reviewed annually 
ensuring it is pertinent and meets the interests 
and needs of our pupils.  

There is a rigorous system of tracking pupil 
progress including ‘Pupil Progress Meetings’ 
with the senior leadership team each term.  
Teachers are able to share successes and plan 
interventions to secure outcomes for the pupils 
they teach.  

Pupil voice is critical at Bywell and we have 
adopted and adapted the Assertive Mentoring 
approach to develop pupil’s ability to reflect on 
all aspects of their development and set targets 
for themselves.  This empowers our pupils 

Bywell C.E. (C) Junior School



School Inspection Performance

Government Initiatives IQ

to take more ownership of the direction their 
development takes.  Parents and Carers have full 
access to their children’s Assertive Mentoring 
folders which enables them to better support 
their children.  

A whole school weekly intervention ‘Move 
Along Maths’ ensures key mathematical 
concepts are securely learnt by all pupils.  This 
involves all teaching and support staff with 
the children organised in ability groups.  Pupil 
Maths outcomes and progress are consistently 
significantly above national averages for all 
groups of learners.

Bywell has developed a strong pastoral team 
who work with either individual pupils, groups 
of pupils or families.  This work is personalised 
according to needs identified including 
supporting pupils to be ‘Ready to Learn’, 
attendance, homework, management of behavior 
at home and self-regulation strategies.  A pro-
active approach to identifying and supporting 
vulnerable pupils and families has resulted in 
support being made swiftly.

`A restructure of the senior leadership team 
has increased capacity to support the team 
in ensuring school developmental priorities 
are focused upon and targets set are realised.  
This has also enabled Bywell to ensure agreed 
policies and practice at the school are adhered 
to by all staff, including those who have recently 
joined the school.  

Staff development opportunities are afforded 
to all and the support team have played a key 
role in ensuring pupil needs are met.  Education 

Teaching Assistants are trained to deliver a 
variety of interventions.

The introduction of Positive Playtime Passports 
has significantly increased target pupil’s 
readiness to learn after less structured times of 
the school day.  

Bywell is not just about English, Maths and 
academia.   The Governing Body have always 
supported extra-curricular activities the school 
provides.  There is a huge emphasis on sports 
and other clubs including Art, Computing, Music 
and Cooking.  All school trips are also carefully 
planned to support both curriculum learning as 
well as developing pupil character.  Year 5 pupils 
have the opportunity to attend an adventurous 
residential near Todmorden and Year 6 pupils 
have a residential trip to London and a Camping 
trip.

Bywell is a happy school where children are 
given many varied opportunities to thrive and 
succeed.


