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Working Together to Achieve 
Our Best

Burnwood Community School is situated in an 
area of significant social deprivation, creating 
an on-going challenge, as many pupils have to 
make accelerated progress from entering their 
primary education, at well below age related 
expectations.

Since 2012, the drive for improvement has 
been relentless, especially as Ofsted continues 
to raise the bar and push its expectations. 
Strong leadership is at the heart of our schools 
success, resulting in a clear, shared vision from 
the Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team and 
Governors, with everyone accountable for 
achieving and maintaining the high standards.  

In October 2015, Ofsted said that ‘Teaching 
is at least Good in all year groups’. In order to 
maintain this, we have a team of skilled and 
dedicated teachers who are assisted by qualified 
support staff. All Staff are encouraged and 
supported to complete CPD, and we use our own 
good practice for peer teaching, coaching and 
observations, to improve standards 

In 2013 we introduced Half Termly progress 
meetings, where teachers analyse performance 
data, plan and set targets, and agree interventions 
to support pupils who are underachieving. 
Personalised learning provides the right support 
at the right time; effective use of support staff is 
crucial in this process.

Phonics and Reading are taught well and the 
pupils apply these skills in their writing. The 
purchase of new, phonetically decodeable books 
has engaged more pupils, resulting in the phonics 
screening for Year 1 being in line with national 
results, and with Year 2 retakes, above national 
levels. We promote reading across the school 
with a project called ‘Books and Beyond’, 
facilitate author visits and Family Learning 
sessions at the local library. 

The marking policy, ‘Tickled Pink and Green for 
Growth’, ensures pupils are given clear advice 
on how their work can be improved, and marking 
surgeries with staff helps improve their marking.

Through our own Creative Curriculum, we 
are able to deliver stimulating lessons; staff 
are excited about teaching, and our pupils are 
motivated, inspired and feel proud of their work. 
The curriculum meets our pupils’ needs and 
matches their interests; at Burnwood, ‘Pupil 
Voice’ is important. At the start of each topic 
we have a WOW event, something completely 
unusual or original to capture their attention. 
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We provide a range of extra-curricular 
opportunities to extend knowledge and improve 
creative and sporting skills; we make effective 
use of the school grounds, with Forest School, 
a BMX track and velodrome. To further raise 
aspirations we have developed links with local 
universities, with pupils graduating from the 
Children’s University, watched by their parents. 
We teach the children to be responsible citizens 
through our values and positive role modelling.

Again in 2015, Ofsted said ‘Behaviour is Good; 
the pupils show positive attitudes to learning, are 
courteous and display good manners’. In 2012 
we appointed a Behaviour Manager. Part of his 
role is to promote positive behaviour choices and 
to operate a ‘remove room’. This provision was 
also seen as effective use of the Pupil Premium 
funding by Ofsted in 2013

A new Early Years Manager, appointed in June 
2014, has a positive impact on the standards 
in EYFS. She has an excellent understanding 
of strengths and developmental needs, so far 
bringing attainment from well below, to broadly 
in line with national attainment. 

Children work on activities that interest but 
also challenge them. The outside learning area 

now provides a stimulating environment that 
reflects the curriculum and the rich and varied 
experiences on offer for the children. 

Our approach is nurturing, being aware of 
the well-being of our pupils, parents and staff 
and providing care for all. For over ten years, 
Burnwood has provided breakfast at the start of 
the day. We never give up on any child in our 
school

The introduction of Pupil Premium had a 
positive impact on performance. Funding is 
used effectively to close the gap, resulting in 
the percentage of disadvantaged pupils making 
better than expected progress, higher than 
national non-disadvantaged pupils. 

Over the last few years Level 4 Attainment at KS2 
in Reading, Writing and Maths has consistently 
been in line with national average. In addition 
our accelerated progress is significantly above 
national levels.

The children leave Burnwood well prepared for 
their secondary education.

Diane Herbert MA, 
Headteacher of Burnwood Community School


